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On air now:
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AN UNRESERVED  APOLOGY
  Welcome to the Radio 3 World Music Awards 2003!   It promises to be an exciting night with over 6 award-winning acts taking part.

Sadly, the winners in the Audience Award category will not be joining us.  BBC R3 would like to apologise unreservedly for this unfortunate oversight. We are keen to ensure that our previous “disqualification” of Seize The Day in no way reflects upon the bands professional reputation. 

[image: image9.png]




[image: image10.wmf] 

      On any count of the votes, Seize The Day were the clear winners of the Audience Award. 
However, they will not be the band receiving it tonight.  

We now acknowledge that this is due to a serious error of judgement by the Radio 3 Management Team – an error subsequently compounded by a number of unfortunate statements made to justify our initial mistake.

                        Anti-War Censorship? 

It has to be said that we were somewhat surprised that Seize The Day, 

a radical folk band, made it through to the final four for this award. We felt however, that World Music as an all encompassing genre ought to be able to include English Folk Music. Regrettably, it became apparent that the band, who were expressing extremely strong views about the war on Iraq, might actually win.
 
As we explained to The Guardian Online on 14/2/03,  

	Radio 3


Radio 3 Executives became afraid that the band “would use its acceptance speech at the award ceremony to promote an anti-war message”.
In fairness to the Executives concerned, this was a time of great internal tension at the BBC over alleged anti-war bias. 

We must also confess that we were under pressure from others in the World Music Establishment who were similarly unaware of Seize The Day’s  popularity.
On Feb 5th we told the band that, if they won the poll,  we would not ask them to play at the Awards, as there would not be enough space.

This was a clever move on our part, a 'just in case the worst happens' strategy that has, unfortunately, caught us with our pants down.
We were frankly uneasy about handing a prestigious World Music Award to a radical protest band, so we decided to say that the thousands who voted for Seize The Day were lacking in musical judgement, and only voted on the basis of their politics.
We hoped we could justify this assertion by turning a blind eye to the quality of their music and of course the diversity of votes that the band received from its regional, national and global fan-base.

Rather than taking the obvious step of contacting Seize The Day to clarify the situation, we publicly accused them of “voting irregularities” 

We must now humbly admit that the phrase “Voting Irregularities” gives a mistaken and unfair impression of what actually occurred.

Our claim that the band had “solicited votes” from “anti-war lists”  has proven, on further investigation, to be false.  We accept that, like other bands, they  made only legitimate efforts to mobilise their fan-base, using networks of known supporters, and promoting the poll at www.seizetheday.org 

We admit that the bands web-link from “Stop The War” was legitimate

We now understand that Seize The Day are one of the featured acts on the CD “Peace Not War” produced by the Stop The War Coalition, and that their musical participation in “the peace movement” is already well established.  

Furthermore, we apologise for our false assertion that this web-link went directly to the BBC Radio 3 Music Awards.  In fact, it went from Stopwar.org to a page on the bands own site, where the song “united states” was played, and the poll promoted.



	Radio 3


Finally, the only word for our treatment of Seize The Day and the thousands who voted for them is…  SORRY… 

We are completely and unreservedly sorry  -  we cannot apologise enough for the thoughtless and inconsiderate way we have behaved, and we hope that Seize the Day,  and all of Seize the Days supporters, will find it within themselves to forgive us. 
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